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A regular meeting of the Town of Denmark Town Board was held on June 20, 2022, at the Town of Denmark 
Municipal Building.  
 

In attendance were the following officials: 
Councilman Fred Wadsworth 
Councilman Frank Fazio 
Supervisor Scott Doyle  
Councilman Peter Jones 
Councilwoman Darlene Rowsam  
Town Clerk Prudence Greene exits at 7: 
 
 
 

Also in attendance: 
Scott Alexander exits meeting at 6:19pm 
Larry Pacola exits at 6:35pm. 
Brian Reape exits at 6:35pm 
Roger Bates 
Jerry Flanders 
Lynn Henry 
Lucas Goutermout 
Terry Williams  
Ron Vogt 
Mark Souva, Village of Copenhagen Mayor  
Kim Vogt, Trustee Village of Copenhagen  
Deputy Supt. James Der  
 

 
The meeting was opened by Supervisor Doyle at 6:00pm. Those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Clerk Greene conducted a roll call of the Town Board as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth  Present 
Councilman Fazio  Present 
Supervisor Doyle   Present 
Councilman Jones  Present 
Councilwoman Rowsam  Present 

 
Councilman Wadsworth made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Rowsam to approve the meeting minutes 
of May 16, 2022, as prepared by Deputy Clerk Susan Kirch-Corey. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No. 
 
 
Councilman Fazio made a motion, seconded by Councilman Jones to approve the amended meeting agenda. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No. 
 
A Public Hearing Notice was posted in the 3 US Post Offices located in the Town, advertised in the Journal & 
Republican on June 8, 2022, posted on the Town’s website, and posted on the Town Clerk’s bulletin board as 
follows: 
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Denmark Town Board will hold a Public Hearing for the purpose of hearing comments from the public on a 
proposed Fire Protection Contract between the Town of Denmark, the Village of Copenhagen, and the Copenhagen Volunteer Fire Department Inc for a 
six-month term (July 1, 2022 – December 31, 2022.   
The Public Hearing will be held on Monday, June 20, 2022, at 6:00pm during the regular monthly meeting of the Town Board. 
Any written comments must be received by the Town Clerk no later than 12:00pm on Thursday, June 16, 2022.  Any persons requiring special 
accommodations to attend and or participate in the public hearings should contact the Town Clerk no later than 4pm on June 15, 2022. 
By order of the Town of Denmark Town Board 
Dated 05/17/2022 
Prudence L. Greene 
Town of Denmark Town Clerk 

 
At 6:05pm Councilman Wadsworth made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fazio to open the Public Hearing of 
the Fire Protection Contract between the Town of Denmark and the Village of Copenhagen Fire Department for 
fire protection for a term of 6 months, July 1, 2022 – December 31, 2022. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No 
 
Public Hearing:   
Scott Alexander asked about the process being used for consideration of the contract.  Supervisor Doyle 
explained that the public hearing will be held and then the regular meeting agenda would follow.  At the end of 
the meeting Supervisor Doyle planned to ask for the Town Board to enter an executive session to discuss public 
safety concerns.  When the Town Board exits the executive session, a vote would be held on a resolution to 
adopt the contract. 
 
Terry Williams updated the Town Board on the training and certification of the members of the department.  
The department has met with PESH and no fines are being levied by that agency. 
 
Jerry Flanders spoke about the process being used to log who responds to calls and what they do on scene.  
Discussion was held about record keeping.   
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Mr. Alexander exited the meeting at 6:19pm. 
 
Discussion was held about a recent MVA response by the Copenhagen Fire Department. 
 
Councilman Fazio made a motion, seconded by Councilman Jones to close the Public Hearing. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:22pm. 
 
Public Comment:  
Larry Pacola spoke to the Town Board about the Lewis County plan to utilize the former railroad bed from 
Lowville to West Carthage as a multi-use trail.  The railbed extends through multiple privately owned parcels of 
land and will create a trail system that will be available to ATV’s, snowmobiles, bikes, horses and pedestrians.  
Lewis County has expressed that they will pursue Eminent Domain to get control of the corridor and move 
forward with the trail.  Mr. Pacola attended a meeting of the Lewis County Legislators and presented them with 
a petition signed by 400 residents opposing the trail.   
 
James Der spoke about a similar effort about a decade ago where a similar idea was considered by the County, 
but ultimately that effort ended with no action taken when landowners reviewed their individual deeds and 
found language supporting that the land now belonged to them not the railroad and pushed back against the 
idea. 
 
Brian Reape was also in attendance to discuss his opposition to the trail.  He owns a farm, and the trail runs 
through multiple fields where his dairy cows graze and the trail will create a real nuisance. 
 
Further concerns were raised about maintenance of the trail, and safety on the trail. 
 
Supervisor Doyle asked both Mr. Pacola and Mr. Reape to attend the July 18, 2022, meeting of the Town Board 
to further discuss their concerns. 
 
Mr. Pacola briefly spoke to the Town Board about another matter dealing with a combat veteran tax exemption.  
He previously had his exemption applied on a house he owned and resided in on Station Road.  Mr. Pacola has 
now sold that house and is building another on the land he owns of East Road.  He would like his tax exemption 
transferred to his new domicile.  Mr. Pacola was asked to return next month to further discuss this matter when 
the Town Assessor is present to answer questions. 
 
Mr. Reape and Mr. Pacola exit the meeting at 6:35pm. 
 
General Fund Abstract 656: 
 
Councilman Wadsworth offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jones, as follows: 
Resolution 90 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board approves payments of General Fund Abstract # 656 
dated June 20, 2022, paid prior claim # 127 totaling $2,936.29, new claim #128 - 146 totaling $10,856.43. Total 
of all claims $ 13,792.72. 
Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 90 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
Water District Abstract 91: 
 
Councilman Fazio offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jones, as follows: 
Resolution 91 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board approves payments of Water District Abstract #81, 
dated June 20, 2022, claim #9 . Total of all claims $25.00 . 
Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 91 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
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Councilwoman Rowsam offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jones as follows: 
Resolution 92 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board hereby rescinds Resolution 78 of 2022 that moved 
$500 from the General Fund to A5132.4 for flower garden materials, effective immediately. 
Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 92 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
Reports of Departments: 
 
Dog Control Office:   
DCO Nick Astafan provided a written report of May 2022. 

 
Zoning & Planning:  
Planning Board- No meeting held 
 
Dep ZEO Kevin Gaines provided a written May 2022 Zoning Report. 
 
Councilman Fred Wadsworth discussed Atty Burrows response about the proposed IMA with Lewis County to 
administer the Town of Denmark Zoning Law.  Discussion was held about possibly appointing a new individual to 
the Zoning Officer position.  No action taken. 
 
Town Clerk / Tax Collector: 
Clerk Greene provided the May 2022 Town Clerks report and the May 2022 Tax Collection report to the Town 
Board. 
 
Clerk Greene also presented the following correspondence: 

- Letter from Lewis County Board of Elections: Information about primary and election dates. 
 

- Letter from Village of Copenhagen:  Approval for new Breyette connection to Water District 1.  
Supervisor Doyle has notified the Breyette’s and informed them of the requirements for their 
connection and informed them that the connection must be inspected by Supt of Special Districts, Pat 
Mahar. 

 
- RACOG Report for June 2022 submitted by Mickey Dietrich.  Councilman Wadsworth noted that the 

6/21/2022 RACOG meeting has been cancelled. 
 

- Email from Lewis County Youth Bureau funds available. 
 
A discussion was held on the Sam’s Club renewal.  Clerk Greene explained that the membership is rarely used, 
and costs the town $45.00 annually to renew.  
 
Councilman Jones made a motion, second by Councilman Wadsworth, That the Town of Denmark will not renew 
the SAM”S Club membership. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No. 
 

- NYS EFC Invoice for Water District 1, Year 1 loan payment.  Documentation for loan payment was 
reviewed. 

Councilman Fazio offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jones, as follows: 
Resolution 93 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board hereby authorizes Supervisor Scott M. Doyle to 
make a wire transfer in the amount of $9,555.64 to M&T Bank for the year one loan payment, Loan ID: 6115, 
for Water District 1, Project No.: D0-18020, and further directs that the payment once made, be recorded as a 
paid prior on the July 2022 Water District 1 Abstract, with funds to be drawn from budget code SW9730.6. 
Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 93 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
Supt. Of Highways Report: 
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Supt. Mahar submitted a written report to the Town Board updating them on his department’s activity, a 
voucher report, and a budget report. 
 
Supervisor Doyle advised the Town Board that there is no cost to the Town for the green waste pile nor is it an 
income stream.  The Town is a designated green energy drop off point.  
 
Councilman Wadsworth offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Supervisor Doyle, as follows: 

Resolution 94 Of 2022:  The Town of Denmark Town Board approves payments Highway Department, 

Abstract # 698, dated June 20, 2022, claim #103 - 119, total of all claims $ 42,678.39. 

Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 94 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
Supervisor’s Report:   
Supervisor Doyle reported that Scott Lawrence will attend the regular monthly Town Board meeting in August. 
 
Supervisor Doyle reported that the NYMIR risk management issues cited in a letter in 2021 has been addressed. 
 
Supervisor Doyle reported that the removal of the tire pile by Geiter Done of WNY Inc. has been completed. 
 
Councilwoman Rowsam offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Wadsworth, as follows: 
Resolution 95 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board approves transfer of $2936.26 from Supervisor Salary 
A1220.1 to Garage Contractual A5132.4 for repayment of “paid prior” invoice #91224, voucher #127 for Geiter 
Done of WNY Inc. to remove all waste tires from the property. 
Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 95 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
Supervisor Doyle reported receipt of a NYS DOT Shared Services Agreement. The potential agreement was 
discussed by the Town Board. 
 
Councilman Wadsworth offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jones, as follows: 
Resolution 96 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board hereby authorizes Supervisor Scott M. Doyle to sign 

a Share Services Agreement between NYSDOT and the Town of Denmark, for a period of 2 years. 

Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 96 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
Old Business: 
Supervisor Doyle provided an update on the exterior door replacement project.  It is expected that installation 

will be done in July 2022. The electrical work needed for the new doors is complete. 

Supervisor Doyle provided quote #438664 for B.R. Johnson LLC in the amount of $4,831.95 for Court Office 

doors & secondary exit for Court Clerk Office.  Discussion was held. 

 

Councilman Fazio offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jones, as follows: 

Resolution 97 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board hereby authorizes Supervisor Scott M. Doyle to sign 

and accept quote #438664 for B.R. Johnson LLC in the amount of $4,831.95 for replacement of the Court’s 

office doors and an additional door to be placed between the Town Clerk’s office and the Court Clerk’s office. 

Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
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Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 97 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
A Technology Upgrade Update was provided by Councilman Wadsworth. 

Supervisor Doyle offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilwoman Rowsam, as follows: 

Resolution 98 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board hereby authorizes the purchase of a multipurpose 

audio / visual cart system from Big Apple Music at a cost of $5875.00 and further directs that the funds for 

this purchase be drawn from the funds that the Town of Denmark received from the ARPA (American Rescue 

Plan Act). 

Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 98 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
 
A brief discussion was held on a Code of Ethics Handbook developed by Supervisor Doyle for the Town Board’s 

consideration.   

Councilwoman Rowsam offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Jones, as follows: 

 

Resolution 99 Of 2022: The Town of Denmark Town Board hereby adopts the Town of Denmark Code of Ethics 

Handbook, effective June 20, 2022, as follows: 
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Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 99 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
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Clerk Greene was asked to send a copy of the adopted Code of Ethics Handbook to all General Fund officials, 

appointees, and employees and to provide copies to Supt. Mahar for him, his Deputy Supt., and employees of 

the highway department. Acknowledgements must be filed with the Town Clerk or the Highway Superintendent. 

Clerk Greene will provide the Pandemic Plan to all employees and record their acknowledgement of the policy.  

Supervisor Doyle has contacted Community Bank N.A. about a possible town credit card. A policy would need to 

be created regarding use of a credit card and the Town would need to provide two years of past financials.   

Supervisor Doyle reported that Matt Cooper has suggested that raising the front parking lot 4 inches would 
correct the slope of the sidewalk enough to allow the front entryway to be compliant for handicapped 
accessibility.  
 
New Business:  
Supervisor Doyle discussed using ARPA funds to raise parking lot, pave, create handicapped access to upper 
level, install a heated sidewalk, and install a wind break. 
 
Councilman Wadsworth made a motion, seconded by Councilman Jones to allow Supervisor Doyle to create an 
RFP requesting an estimate for work on the front sidewalk, replacing sidewalk, connecting / installing “in floor 
heat” to prevent snow and ice buildup. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No. 
 
Councilman Jones made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wadsworth, to allow Supervisor Doyle to create an  
RFP for an installed wind block for the front sidewalk area. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No. 
 
Supervisor Doyle made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fazio, that the Town of Denmark seek an estimate 

from Thomas Aubin to repair exterior cement board and to redo interior of lower-level entrance.  

Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No. 
  

Discussion was held on a potential property acquisition for public park in Deer River.  Supervisor Doyle has met 
with a landowner about a parcel of land being considered.  
 
Councilman Wadsworth has had multiple calls from residents of Station Road requesting a speed study and 
additional signage indicating the speed limit on Station Road.  Discussion held. 
 
Councilman Wadsworth made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Doyle, that a letter be sent to the Lewis County 
Highway Department requesting a speed study and additional signage indicating the speed limit on Station 
Road. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No 

 
Supervisor Doyle made a motion to enter an Executive Session of the Town Board to discuss a matter of public 
safety and that Mayor Mark Souva and Trustee Kim Vogt be included in the executive session.  Councilman 
Wadsworth seconded his motion. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No 
  
At 7:15pm Clerk Greene, Deputy Supt. Der, Roger Bates, Jerry Flanders, Lynn Henry, Lucas Goutermout, Terry 
Williams and Ron Vogt all exited the meeting. 
 
At 7:48pm Councilman Fazio made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wadsworth to exit the Executive Session. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No 
 
Supervisor Doyle offered a resolution, seconded for adoption by Councilman Wadsworth, as follows: 

Resolution 100 Of 2022:  Whereas the Town of Denmark Town Board having held a Public Hearing on the 
proposed July 1, 2022, through December 31, 2022, Fire Protection contracts between the Town of Denmark, 
the Village of Copenhagen and the Copenhagen Volunteer Fire Department Incorporated.  
Roll Call vote recorded as follows: 
Councilman Wadsworth Aye 
Councilman Fazio  Aye 
Supervisor Doyle  Aye 
Councilman Jones  Aye 
Councilwoman Rowsam Aye   Resolution 100 of 2022 adopted 06.20.2022 
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Being as there was no further business before the Town Board, Councilman Wadsworth made a motion, 
seconded by Councilman Fazio to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote recorded as 5 Ayes and 0 No 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:51pm. 
 
 
Prudence L. Greene 
Town of Denmark Town Clerk 
 


